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With some training our ten Nordic species of the genus Isotomurus may be identified by 
colour pattern alone. However, the species vary considerably and immature specimens with 
incompletely developed patterns may be impossible to identify. Most species live in wet 
habitats (ponds, shores of lakes, stream banks) and can often be scooped in quantities from the 
surface of waters, in particularly during snow melt or after heavy rain. Under such conditions 
several species may be collected together.

Before trying to identify your specimens, make sure you have an Isotomurus and not an 
Isotoma – which may look very much the same. They differ by head shape and distribution of 
the macrochaetae on abdominal segment 4 (see next page). Also the Isotomurus species (apart 
from antennalis) differ from Isotoma by presence of long sensorial setae – trichobothria – on 
abd.2-4 (photo next page). If colour pattern alone is not enough to idenitify the species, 
additional microscopic characters should be used. Check if your species belongs to Group A 
or Group B (next page). Reproductive males (genital tractus developed, see next page) may 
provide significant characters.

A complete description of the species, including synonyms and geographical distribution in 
the Nordic countries, is found in Fjellberg, A. –The Collembola of Fennoscandia and 
Denmark. Part II. Entomobryomorpha and Symphypleona. Fauna Entomologica Scandinavica 
vol. 43. Brill Academic Publishers (in press).










